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Exam Length 1 hour 30 minutes

Section 1: Source enquiry

A- 12 marks

B- 24 marks

Section 2: Own knowledge

Choose one question from two and answer both of the following

A- 12 marks

B- 24 marks

HIS2N: ANTI-SEMITISM, HITLER AND THE GERMAN PEOPLE, 1919-1945
A: ANTI-SEMITISM IN GERMANY, 1919-1930
The increased assimilation and social achievement of Jews in Weimar Germany
· During the Weimar years, German Jews were citizens in every respect. They were found in all walks of life, especially the professions such as the law, medicine, the universities and the civil service.
· In 1925, 16% of all lawyers and 10% of all doctors and dentists practising in the Reich were Jews. In the same year, 5% of university lecturers, writers, journalists and theatrical producers were Jews.

· Although 17% of bankers were Jewish, this represented a marked decrease from 1895 when the figure was 37%. 

· The Catholic Church contained elements of latent discrimination but mainly because it reacted against all supposed opponents. Judaism was seen in much the same light as Marxism.

· This trend was in any case counterbalanced by The Association to Resist Anti-Semitism which was founded by leading Catholic politicians.

· Some Protestant clergy, particularly in the Prussian agricultural East, attacked the moral depravity of the big cities and blamed it on the Jews.  

· However, the nature of Weimar politics, with coalition after coalition, made any concerted attack on Jews impossible. 
· Liberal politicians opposed anti-Semitism and therefore attracted the support of most Jews, 75% of them voting for Liberal parties throughout Weimar. 
· In fact, many Jews looked forward to increasing toleration and progress particularly when, under The League of Nations Charter, countries were encouraged to introduce legislation to protect minorities.

· German Judaism was dominated by ‘Liberal Jews’ who were careful to avoid antagonising other Germans.

· Many of them followed a deliberate path of assimilation. By 1927, one third of Jews married Christians. Between 1911 and 1925, the excess of deaths over births among Jews in Prussia was 37,000. 
· These negative statistics were compounded by an increase in the number of mixed marriages and conversions to Christianity.
· Attendance at synagogues was in decline and many Jews opposed funding for separate Jewish schools. Between 1919 and 1933, the number of Jews fell as a result of deliberate assimilation. 
· When the possibility arose of Polish and Russian Jews entering Germany to escape anti-Semitism, German Jews called for increased controls on immigration.

· They wanted to emphasise the differences between themselves and ‘the sons of the Steppes of Asia’ as the new arrivals were described. Attempts to give these new arrivals the vote were resisted by German Jews. 

· Most German Jews were middle class and cultured. They valued the freedom that Weimar society gave them and had little in common with impoverished Poles or Russians.

· Many had developed a refined image of bourgeois gentility which they did not wish to see damaged by immigrants from the East.
· However, although prosperity was enjoyed by many German Jews, it was not uniform.  In 1933, 1 in 3 Jewish taxpayers had an annual income of less than 2,400 marks. 1in 4 Berlin Jews (31,000 out of 170,000) were receiving charity.
The extent of anti-Semitism in Weimar Germany; right wing political views; Jews and Communism; Jewish politicians and financiers

· To many right-wing politicians, the Weimar Republic, proclaimed on 9th November 1918, was a ‘Jewish Republic’. 
· The same right-wing politicians portrayed the Spartacist Rising in Berlin in 1919, under the leadership of Karl Liebknecht (not Jewish) as Jewish Bolshevism in action.
· To attract voters from the petty bourgeoisie, the Communist Party made use of anti Jewish stereotypes by linking capitalism to Jewry. Often-heard epithets were ‘Stock market Jews’, ‘Jewish finance capital’, ‘Jewish racketeers’ or ‘Jewish jobbers’. 
· Hitler openly attacked the Jews, along with many other groups, as the betrayers of Germany. 
· The worst example of anti-Semitism came in November 1923 when a crowd attacked Jews in Berlin. The victims were Eastern European immigrants. The police acted quickly and ended the attacks.
· Anti-Semitism in the early years of the Weimar Republic was, therefore, only one element in much wider unrest and disaffection brought on by the terms of the Treaty of Versailles and the weakness of governments.
Right wing political views
· The anti-Republican party on the political right was The German National People’s Party (DNVP) which was a direct successor of the two conservative parties of the 2nd Reich.

· They branded the Social Democrats as the ‘November criminals’. They included the Jews with these politicians. 
· In the Reichstag elections of June 1920, the combined vote of 28.9% for the DNVP and the DVP composed mainly of National Liberals, reflected middle-class disillusionment with democracy. 
· The DNVP split in 1922, excluding its most racist, anti-Semitic right wing, which later merged with the short-lived racist party of Ludendorff. However, many racists and anti-Semites remained in the party.
Jews and Communists
· The October Revolution of 1917 and the seizure of power by the Bolsheviks in Russia sent shockwaves around the world. Many feared political instability and economic loss. 
· The notion that Bolshevism was Jewish was shared in high places. On 8th February 1920, Winston Churchill argued in an article ‘Zionism versus Bolshevism’ that Jews were behind world revolutions everywhere.

· It is not surprising that the revolution held a strong appeal for parts of the Jewish population of tsarist Russia. Around the turn of the century, some 5.2 million Jews lived there, accounting for 4.1 per cent of Russia’s population and almost half the world’s Jews.

· Jews were not the only ones to be attracted. Other ethnic and national groups, such as Poles and Georgians, were also ‘overrepresented’ among the Bolsheviks.

· The identification of Bolshevism with Jewry is inaccurate: there were more Jews among the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries than among the Bolsheviks. 
· The October Revolution made anti-Semitism a punishable offence. At the same time, however, atheistic Bolshevism had declared war on religion, thus also on Judaism. 
· The German Communist Party was formed out of the Spartacus Rising just before the uprising in January 1919. It accepted the leadership of Moscow and following Lenin’s successful model, built up a strongly hierarchical, radical party. 
· However, in the Reichstag elections of 1920, the KPD received only 2% of the vote. Following the decline of its nearest rival the USPD, its fortunes slowly began to improve. In May 1924, it gained 62 seats although this number fell to 45 in the December elections. However, with the onset of the Great Depression, its popularity increased and its vote doubled until December 1932.

· The Communists offered Germany a radical agenda. They also believed that the capitalist market economy should be replaced by a socialist planned economy. The political power of the bourgeoisies should be broken and replaced by ‘the dictatorship of the proletariat’. 
· The association of Jews with capitalism, evident in many aspects of German life, led to Communist hatred against them and the use of this hatred to gain popularity.
· An intense struggle took place within the Weimar Republic between the National Socialists and the Communists to win over the proletariat and the middle classes and both groups were ready to use anti-Semitism to achieve this.
Jewish politicians and financiers

· Walter Rathenau, born on 29th September 1867, was the son of the German-Jewish entrepreneur Emil Rathenau (1838-1915), founder (1883) and president of AEG, the mammoth German General Electric Company.

· After the war, Rathenau was brought into the government by Finance Minister Joseph Wirth in March 1920 as a member of the Socialisation Committee and subsequently attended the Spa Conference on Disarmament as a technical assistant (July 1920). 
· Rathenau became Minister of Reconstruction.  Here, he organised an extensive programme of rationalisation for German industry and launched his new ‘foreign policy of fulfillment’, that is reconciliation with the victorious powers by negotiating on the basis of the established Versailles peace treaty (Wiesbaden 1921 and Cannes January 1922).
· He became foreign minister in January 1922. The most memorable event of his brief tenure of office was a pact with the Soviets, the Treaty of Rapallo, signed unexpectedly under the strain of failing reparations talks at the Genoa Conference in April 1922.

· The hope for international reconciliation was shattered, however, by the virulent attacks of a chauvinistic, anti-Semitic and anti-republican right, which climaxed in the assassination of Rathenau by two young nationalists in Berlin on 24th June 1922.

· Jews played an important role in the first cabinet formed after the 1918 revolution (Hugo Hasse and Otto Landesberg). The Weimar Constitution was drafted by a Jew (Hugo Preuss) and Jews were present in the attempts to create radical revolutionary regimes, especially in Bavaria. 

· The revolutionary government in Munich was headed by a Jewish intellectual, Kurt Eisner and after his assassination, two other leaders, Gustav Landauer and Eugen Levine assumed positions of major influence in the ‘Soviet Republic’. 

The importance of anti-Semitism in election campaigns to 1930
· The failure of the Munich Putsch resulted in Hitler changing plans: the Nazi Party had to become respectable and appeal for support across the nation.  This involved a more parliamentary campaign and a reduction in hysterical outbursts.
· Attacks on Jews had never been widely popular and were toned down. However, anti-Semitism was kept alive surreptitiously. 
· Nazi organisations were set up for different groups, including the professions and some were attracted by anti-Semitism. 
· Doctors who supported anti-Semitism or who were attracted to the new ‘science’ of eugenics, helped to form one such organisation.
· Anti-Semitism was whipped up by Julius Streicher in the newspaper ‘Der Sturmer’. The first issue appeared early in May 1923.
· For twenty-two years, it attacked Jews in crude, vicious and vivid ways and contained reports of scandals involving Jews. 
· Its visual material was often sexually explicit and attracted younger readers. It aimed to spread anti-Jewish propaganda and was directed to a mass audience. Its sentences were short and its vocabulary elementary.  
· By 1925, there were cartoons in every issue. Photographs were added in 1930. The number of pages in each issue increased over the years. 
· In 1927, it had a weekly circulation of 14,000 copies. This was a very low figure and only increased slowly after the Wall Street Crash. When Hitler came to power in 1933, this figure had only risen to 25,000. 
· The big jump in circulation came after Hitler became Chancellor and reached its highest figure of 486,000 in 1935.
· Because the paper could be read free of charge in public places, its readership was higher than its circulation. On the occasion of the annual Nuremburg rallies, print runs were as high as 2 million.
· Since it relied on scandalous material supplied by Nazi members, production costs were low and it sold cheaply. The profits it made were then used to finance other party activities.
· After 1940, circulation dropped sharply, in part due to wartime paper shortages although Hitler guaranteed enough paper to keep publication going. The final issue appeared in February 1945 with Streicher attacking the Allied invasion as a Jewish conspiracy.
· During the years when the German economy was recovering under Stresemann, Hitler’s attacks on the Jews were listened to by only a few. 
· During the Depression, anti-Semitism became more persuasive because the Nazis could point to the dominant position of Jews in many professions and businesses.
· In election campaigns from 1928 to 1932, the main target of Nazi propaganda was the Communist Party, which increased its vote to become the second largest party in the Reichstag after the Nazis.
· There was little point in attacking Jews in election campaigns because they were not a political party. Jews were blamed for Germany’s ills and were used as scapegoats but the full venom of Nazi propaganda was directed at the Communists.
· The Communists were the party most likely to challenge the Nazis in the big cities where they were at their weakest. 
B. HITLER’S ANTI-SEMITIC VIEWS
The origins of Hitler’s views: Social Darwinism and racial theory
· Hitler tapped into the anti-Semitic traditions in Germany. His personal hatred of Jews may have stemmed from his time in Vienna.
· Rejected twice by the Academy of Arts, he lived the life of a tramp from 1900 to 1913 – they were the unhappiest days of his life. His own poverty and hand to mouth existence were in sharp contrast to the wealth of many Jews living in Vienna at this time.
· The newspapers of the day contained many anti-Semitic articles which Hitler read avidly. When he came to explain his own desperate plight, he blamed the Jews and saw them as the main source of all that was wrong in the world.
· As early as 1920, Hitler made clear his personal attitude towards the Jews. The Nazi Party published its 25 point programme on 25th February 1920. It owed much to the work of Hitler but also to the thinking of Gottfried Feder and Gregor Strasser.
· Point 4 of the programme stated ‘No Jew, therefore, may be a member of the Nation’. 
· Another demand put forward in 1920 was that all Jews who had come to Germany after 1914 should be forced to leave.
· On 13th August 1920, Hitler delivered a 2 hour speech to his supporters. He called upon anti-Semites throughout the world to unite and for European peoples to free themselves by removing the Jews from the midst of the people.
· On 3rd August 1921, Hitler established the SA to attack the Jews.
· In 1925, whilst serving a prison sentence following the failure of the Munich Putsch, he wrote his book Mein Kampf. He frequently referred in the book to the Jews and made it plain that he hated them. 
· References to the ‘filthy Jew’ litter the book. In one section, Hitler wrote about how the Jews were ‘contaminating’ pure German blood. 
· As the Nazi Party grew, Hitler blamed the Jews for all the troubles that had befallen Germany. He blamed them for the loss of the First World War, the Treaty of Versailles and the hyperinflation of 1923, all of which he claimed were a Jewish conspiracy.
Nazism

· Nazism refers to the ideology and policies followed by Adolf Hitler and the Nationalsozialistsche Arbeiterpartei (National Socialist German Workers Party) from 1921 to 1945.
· Although some Nazi beliefs, such as nationalism and anti-Semitism, had existed for a long period in German history, Nazi ideology was the product of the beliefs of Adolf Hitler set out in Mein Kampf.
· The work of such authors as Joseph Arthur, Houston Stewart Chamberlain and Alfred Rosenberg was used to give a theoretical and pseudo-scientific basis to Nazi race theory.
· Houston Stewart Chamberlain was the son-in-law of Wagner. In his book ‘Foundations of the Nineteenth Century’ published in 1900, he describes the struggle between Germans and Jews.
· According to the theories of Social Darwinism, struggles and wars between peoples were a natural part of history in which the strongest would survive. War against Russia was a crusade against Bolshevism. 
· In 1925, Rosenberg published his book ‘The Myth of the Twentieth Century’ in which he restated the racial doctrines developed in Mein Kampf about the superiority of the Aryan race and denounced the Jews as parasites.
· He also attacked freemasonry, Christianity and Communism. In 1934, Rosenberg was made responsible for training all Nazi party members in National Socialist ideology.
· Bolshevism was yet another evil that Hitler considered to be a Jewish concoction.  He invoked the fake document ‘Protocols of the Elders of Zion’ as evidence of a Jewish conspiracy.
· Thus Hitler saw the world through race and his primary aim became the creation of a new Germany re-organised along racial lines and cleansed of the racially impure, especially the Jews.
· It was the Aryans who created culture and the threat to them came from dilution by inter-breeding with Jews. The prime role of the state was to promote racial hygiene and prevent racial intermixing. 
· For Hitler, it was ‘once a Jew always a Jew’ and there was no possibility of conversion to Christianity. The Jew was incapable of sacrificing himself for the greater communal good – he was materialistic and untouched by idealism.
Volksgemeinschaft, Lebensraum and the ideology of Nazism; Mein Kampf

· The Nazis aimed to create a ‘Volksgemeinschaft’ which means the ‘people’s nation’, aiming to change the consciousness of the German people so that they all supported the new German state and acted together. 
· Germany would become a simpler, more basic society; there would be respect for the farmer and the artisan. The power of big business would be curbed and the deep divisions of Weimar would be healed.
· They would be replaced by nationalism and national pride. 
· The Volkgemeinschaft involved constant reiteration of national traditions. Consequently, stage-managed events such as the Day of Potsdam (March 1933), the Burning of Books (May 1933) and the Berlin Olympics (1936) were used to create and bolster the image of the Nazis.
· The Nazi Party emphasised in its propaganda the idea of folk community. In fact, they referred to their coming to power in 1933 as ‘Volkwerdung’ – ‘a people becoming itself’. 
· Within National Socialism was the belief in some form of state socialism. Hitler mentioned this in Mein Kampf where his views were strongly anti-capitalist but members leaning to the political left who agreed with him were purged in 1934, e.g. Gregor Strasser.
· Nazism always claimed a close relationship with the workers but the ‘socialist’ aspects of National Socialism were slowly forgotten as Hitler moved closer to businessmen and industrialists. 
· Hitler aimed for a community based on blood and race, sharing a common world view and where the people were generically healthy, social useful and politically committed to the regime. The policy included the removal of ‘outsiders’ – those who did not fit the view of an ideal German.
· The ideal Aryan German man was tall, blonde, athletic and heavily involved in politics and war. The ideal Aryan woman was blonde with blue eyes and broad hips for childbearing. 
· Nazi racial theory looked back to a period in the mists of time when the Germans were a pure Aryan race – before their racial purity was polluted by inter-breeding with inferior races, e.g. Jews.
· These theories resulted in the violent hatred of the Jews. It led to the establishment of concentration camps and to the Holocaust.
· The Nazis also believed in the racial superiority of Aryan Germans over the Slav peoples of Russia, Poland and Czechoslovakia.

· This led to the attack on Slav states in Eastern Europe and to the extermination of millions of Slav people. Hitler also hated Communism and Marxist philosophy.

· Hitler saw the Jews, the Slavs and the Communists as enemies of the German people. In fact, they were to blame for all the ills from which Germany was suffering.

· Defeat in World War I and the Versailles Treaty following it were all blamed on a Jewish/Communist conspiracy. So too were economic troubles such as the hyper-inflation of 1923/4 and the Great Depression.

· Nazism also stressed the importance of extreme nationalism – Germany first in everything. This is why Hitler demanded the complete unification of all German-speaking peoples in defiance of the Versailles Treaty. 
· It was also a justification of the Nazi occupation of Austria and Czechoslovakia with its German minority. For Hitler, blood was more important than language.

· Common to the idea of racial superiority and nationalism was the notion of lebensraum – living space.

· Because the German people were racially superior (Herrenvolk – master race), they needed extra space into which they could expand and develop. This idea provided further justification for eastward expansion and conquest.
Where was lebensraum to be found? 
· Hitler rejected the idea of colonies which he believed could be easily cut off from the fatherland. He also realised that a programme of colonial acquisition would antagonise Britain. 
· This meant that colonies would have to be found in Eastern Europe and Russia, a view that was to have implications for German military ambitions in the East.
The spread of Nazi anti-Semitism to March 1933; Hitler’s personal role; links between anti-Semitism and the Depression
· On 13th August 1920, in a speech to his followers in a Munich beer cellar, Hitler addressed the question ‘Why are we against the Jews?’ He promised his listeners that the Nazi Party alone would free Germany from the power of the Jew. 
· He then called on all anti-Semites throughout the world to unite and for the people of Europe, in particular, to free themselves from the Jews. In the same year, there were mob attacks on Jews in Munich and Breslau.
· It was around this time that Hitler began to refer to the ‘thorough solution’ which would later evolve into the ‘final solution’ (Endlosung) 
· On 3rd August 1921, Hitler established The Strurmabteilung or Storm Section of the Party. Its role was to take the offensive at any given moment and to attack Jews and other political opponents of Nazism. 
· In 1924, in his book ‘Mein Kampf’ which was written in prison, Hitler expressed regret that Germany did not gas influential Jews during World War I. 
· In 1926, The Hitler Youth was inaugurated and Jews were portrayed to the young people as an evil force to be driven out of Germany.

· On 1st January 1930, the Brownshirts (Stormtroopers) attacked and killed 8 Jews in the streets. They were the first Jewish victims of the Nazis. 
· From this moment, Jews were molested in cafes and theatres. Synagogue services were disrupted and anti-Jewish slogans became normal in German towns and cities. 
· The Nazi Party issued an internal directive that ‘The natural hostility of the peasants against the Jews must be worked up into a frenzy’.
· In September 1930, as German parliamentarians were walking to the Reichstag to open the new session, the Nazis having won 107 seats, cries of ‘Germany awake, death to the Jews’ rang out from members of the Hitler Youth lining the pavements. This message was repeated annually at the Nuremberg rally.

· In 1932, in an interview with an Italian reporter, Hermann Goering declared that the Nazis must defend themselves against the Jews by forbidding intermarriage and by expelling Jews in Germany of Eastern European descent. 
· Native German Jews should be dismissed from all jobs and honorary positions where the Nazis deem they might exert their ‘destructive, antinational or international influence’.

· In the same white paper that the Nazis reprinted this interview, they said that they would set the synagogues aflame and close the ‘murderous band of Jews’ up in ghettos and prisons and hang them from trees. (July 13, 1932, Stellung der NSDAP)
· In the summer of 1932, the Nazi faction in the Prussian Parliament demanded the dismissal of actors and artists not of German descent, a ban on the Jewish ritual method of slaughtering animals for food and the expropriation of property belonging to East European Jews residing in Germany.  

· On 31st July 1932, Goebbels wrote an article in the newspaper Der Angriff calling for a pogrom against the Jews.

Links between anti-Semitism and The Great Depression
· In September 1929, the number of registered jobless stood at 1.3 millions. By September 1932, following economic collapse, the number had risen to 5.1millions. 
· Between the 1928 and July 1932 elections, the Nazi vote increased from 800,000 to 13,700,000, i.e. from 2.16% to 37.3% of the national poll. 

· Of the 6 million Germans unemployed in 1932, less than 2 million received unemployment insurance. The others received emergency charity and relief. 850,000 unemployed Germans received nothing. 

Did the Jews cause Germany’s economic problems before World War Two?
· It is important to realise the Germany’s economic troubles after World War I were partly due to the damage of the war itself, partly due to the punitive measures in the Versailles Treaty and partly due to Germany’s own economic policies. 
· They had nothing to do with the Jews. The idea of a secret conspiracy of mysteriously powerful Jews was concocted by Hitler and his followers.
· Far from being a drain on Germany, Jewish people were active contributors to the German economy. Hitler was disturbed and angry that many Jews held high-paying jobs and were contributing to the economy in such a way that they became very important. 

· Most German Jews were highly integrated into German society and played their full part in World War I as patriotic Germans either at the front or in war work on the home front.

· The notion that they were subversive arose largely from events in Bavaria in 1918-19 and from the fact that a high proportion of the early Bolshevik leaders were Jewish.   
C: THE RACIAL STATE, 1933 -1939
Action taken in Law including the Civil Service Laws (1933); Nuremburg Laws (1935); Decrees of April/November (1938)
· According to the census, there were 505,000 Jews in Germany in 1933 (7.5% of the population). Most of them lived in urban areas.
· In January 1933, they became the ‘Untermenschen’ – the sub-humans. In the same month, the Civil Service excluded Jews from government jobs. In 1934, they were forbidden from taking legal and pharmaceutical examinations.
· On buses, trains and in parks, Jews had to sit on seats labelled for them. In school, children were taught anti-Semitic ideas
· Jewish children were ridiculed by their teachers and their bullying in the playground by other children went unpunished. If Jewish children responded by not wanting to go to school, this served its purpose.
· On 4th April 1933, The German Boxing Association banned all Jewish boxers from membership. 3 days later, Jews were banned from public service including teaching.
· From 24th April, ‘Jewish names’ could no longer be used on telegrams and on the following day, Jews were banned from all sporting and athletic associations. 
· On 22nd September Jews were excluded from The Reich Chamber of Commerce and on 4th October, all Jewish journalists were banned from working on German newspapers.
· On 5th March 1934, all Jewish actors were banned from performing on stage or screen. On 7th June, Jewish companies could no longer be mentioned on the radio.
· After 22nd July, Jewish students could no longer take law examinations. After 1st October, Jewish newspapers could no longer be sold openly.
· The Nuremburg Laws (15th September 1935) relegated the Jews to the status of second class citizens. Both laws were signed personally by Hitler.

· Under the 1st law, citizenship of the Reich could only belong to a national of German or kindred blood. Under the 2nd Law, all Jews were defined as being those who were not of German blood. Marriages between Jews and ‘German nationals’ were forbidden.
· After the passing of the Nuremburg Laws, violence against Jews began in earnest. Those who could pay fines were allowed to leave the country. 
· Many could not and many shops refused to sell to those who remained. Medicines became difficult for Jews to obtain – many chemists would not sell to them. In fact, between 1933 and 1939, about 250,000 Jews left Germany.
· In 1936 and 1937, the professional activities of Jews were restricted or prohibited. These professions included teachers, dentists, surveyors, auctioneers, nurses and chartered accountants.

· During the course of the Olympic Games, held in Berlin in 1936, open violence to the Jews was suspended, largely to give a favourable impression of the regime to the international press.
· On 12th June 1937, a secret decree from Heydrich declared that Jewish women who had sexual intercourse with Germans were to be sent to concentration camps.
· On 17th August 1938, all male Jews were ordered to add the name ‘Israel’ and all female Jews the name ‘Sara’ to their non-Jewish first names. On 30th September, the qualifications of Jewish doctors were cancelled.
· On 26th April 1938, a decree was introduced forcing all Jews to register all their wealth exceeding a value of 5,000 marks.
· This was followed by further decrees on 12th November concerning the elimination of German Jews from the economy. Jews had to pay a collective fine of 1.25 thousand million marks and in addition pay for all the destruction caused by the Nazis during the violence of Kristallnacht.

Nazi Propaganda: attempts to enforce views, for example through education and the media especially the press and cinema
· Volksgemainschaft was backed up by Gleichschaltung, the idea that the resources of the nation should be harnessed for the greater good of the people.
· This concept was used to justify the growing influence of the party in government, society and the economy. It involved a willingness to sacrifice individual rights for the sake of the nation.
· To a people who had seen their country torn apart by the effects of The Great War and then sacrificed to the ‘democratic experiment’, the loss of a few personal liberties did not seem a particularly heavy cross to bear.
· Following the Nazi seizure of power in 1933, Hitler established a Reich Ministry of Propaganda and Public Enlightenment headed by Joseph Goebbels. 
· The aim of the Ministry was to ensure that the Nazi message was successfully communicated through art, music, theatre, films, books, radio, educational materials and the press. 
· Propaganda also encouraged passivity and acceptance of the impending measures against Jews, as these appeared to depict the Nazi government as stepping in and restoring order.
· After the German invasion of the Soviet Union, Nazi propaganda stressed to both civilians at home and to soldiers, police officers and non-German auxiliaries serving in occupied territory themes linking Soviet Communism to European Jewry.
· It presented Germany as the defender of ‘Western’ culture against the Judeo-Bolshevik threat and painted an apocalyptic picture of what would happen if the Soviets won the war. 
· This was particularly the case after the catastrophic German defeat at Stalingrad in February 1943. These themes may have been instrumental in inducing Nazi and non-Nazi Germans as well as local collaborators to fight on until the very end.
· Films played an important role in disseminating racial anti-Semitism and the idea of the intrinsic evil of the enemies of the Reich as defined by Nazi ideology. Nazi films portrayed Jews as ‘subhuman’ creatures infiltrating Aryan society.
· For example, The Eternal Jew (1940), directed by Fritz Hippler, portrayed Jews as wandering cultural parasites, consumed by sex and money. The film Jud Suss was an attempt to prepare people for the Final Solution. 
· Some films, such as Triumph of the Will by Leni Riefenstahl, glorified Hitler and the National Socialist movement. Two other Riefenstahl works, Festival of the Nations and Festival of Beauty (1938), depicted the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games and promoted national pride in the successes of the Nazi regime at the Olympics.
· The press baron Hugenberg, a strong Hitler supporter, controlled the UFA film company, Germany’s largest. During the years of the 3rd Reich, 1,100 films were produced which, by 1944, were watched by 1,000 million Germans each year.
The Press

· Unlike Britain, regional newspapers in Germany were strong and influential with the national press having less importance. By the time of the end of the Weimar Republic in 1933, there were 4,700 daily publications of varying sizes.
· From within the Propaganda Ministry, Goebbels controlled the press. All German newspapers were brought under the control of the Eher Verlag, the Nazi publishing house where propaganda articles were pre-written for the publishing houses to use and distributed at daily briefings.
· Der Sturmer (The Attacker) used anti-Semitic caricatures to depict Jews. In 1934, the paper had a circulation of 65,000 copies. By 1937, it had risen to 500,000.

· From 1933, the Nazis reviled The Frankfurter Zeitung as a mouthpiece of Judeo-Liberalism. It ceased publication in 1943.

Radio 
· In 1933, 4.5 million out of 20 million households had access to radios. By 1942, 16 million out of 23 million households had radios.70% of all Germans were receiving radio programmes and although a lot of broadcasting time was taken up with music programmes, anti-Jewish propaganda was common.
Music

· Jewish themes and Jewish composers were removed from all live and broadcast performances of German music. The music of Mendelssohn, Schoenberg, Mahler, Stravinsky and Hindemith was banned. 
· The great conductors Otto Klemperer and Bruno Walter were eventually forced to leave Germany. Some of the music of Judas Maccabeus had to be re-written to remove all Jewish references.
· The Nazis strongly approved of the music of Wagner and Beethoven. Richard Strauss and Carl Orff composed the music for the Berlin Olympics. The operettas of Franz Lehar were extremely popular although his wife was Jewish. 
Theatre 
· Jewish directors, playwrights and leading actors who had been active in the Weimar Republic were prohibited from working and many were forced into retirement. 
· The Nazis placed great emphasis on the Classics and performances of the works of Schiller, Goethe and Shakespeare were strongly encouraged.

· Theatres prospered during the Nazi period and attendances at the 197 municipal theatres doubled in the years to 1942. 

· The Nazis also developed the Thingspiel. These were open air events which combined military tattoos and circus performances and often included The Hitler Youth and SA battalions. In 1936, an Olympic Festival of Youth had a cast of 10,000 and attracted large attendances.
Nazi violence: terror; the SS and the Concentration camps; actions such as the boycott of Jewish shops (1933) and Reichkristallnacht (1938)
· The first concerted physical attacks on Jews throughout Germany began on 9th March 1933 when groups of Brownshirts numbering between 5 and 30 attacked individual Jews.
· On the same day, the 1st Nazi concentration camp opened at Dachau. It was run by the SS and many Jews were sent there.
· On 10th March in Cassel, Brownshirts occupied Jewish owned department stores and threatened Jewish customers.
· On 15th March, 3 Jews were seized by Brownshirts in the Cafe New York in Berlin. They were taken to the local SA headquarters and beaten up.

· On 1st April 1933, the first boycott of Jewish shops, cafes and businesses began with the smearing of windows and doors with anti-Semitic slogans.
· Those likely to ignore the boycott were threatened with violence and for ease of identification, the Yellow Star of David symbol was painted on all Jewish businesses including the consulting rooms of doctors and dentists.
· On 27th March, in anticipation of this boycott, there were Jewish protests in New York calling for an American boycott of German goods.

· A few days after the boycott began, Schrumm, a Jewish lawyer in Kiel, was shot and killed by the SA.
· Within two weeks of the boycott, it was announced that no Jewish painter, no Jewish sculptor and no Jewish engineer was to be represented at the annual Academy Exhibition.

· On 22nd April 1933, Solomon Rosenstrauch was ‘shot in his flat’ at Wiesbaden. A day later, Jewish merchant Mathau Frank was hanged in his flat in Worms.

· On 9th May, in Wuppertal, a Jewish dentist was mutilated by Stormtroopers and then drowned.

· On 10th May, 20,000 books were burned in a massive fire orchestrated by the Nazis in Berlin. 

· In the last two weeks of the month, 4 Jews were murdered in Dachau. 
· In May 1935, Jews were forbidden to serve in the German armed forces. 5 months later, it was decreed that any new war memorials must not carry the names of Jews who had been killed in action fighting for Germany.
Kristallnacht

· On 7th November 1938, Ernst von Rath, a German diplomat, was murdered in Paris by Herschel Grunspan, a Jew. 
· In retaliation, Hitler ordered a seven-day campaign against German Jews organised by Himmler and the SS. The campaign began on 9th November with ‘Kristallnacht’ – The Night of Broken Glass.

· Over 191 synagogues were set on fire with 76 destroyed. More than 7,500 Jewish businesses were looted and over 800 ruined. Almost 100 Jews were killed or seriously injured and as many as 30,000 were rounded up and sent to concentration camps.

· The Jewish communities of Germany were assessed at 1 billion marks to pay for the damage claims of non-Jews, e.g. buildings where Jewish businesses were located. Jewish children were expelled from German schools. 
· Fire brigades showed their loyalty by allowing the buildings to continue to burn. Massive damage was done to Jewish property but the Jews themselves were ordered to pay a fine of 1billion marks to pay for the clear up. They were even forced to scrub the streets clean.
· The period of terror beginning with ‘Kristallnacht’ was a major escalation of the violence towards German Jews.

· On 15th November 1938, Jewish children were excluded from schools and universities. On 3rd December, Jewish shops were closed and compulsorily sold. 

· In 1939, with war approaching, anti-Jewish measures became particularly harsh. In February, they were forced to hand over all gold, silver objects and jewels in their possession.

· On 1st September, a curfew was imposed on all Jews – 8pm in winter and 9pm in summer. On 23rd September, all Jewish owned radios were confiscated.
· Rabid anti-Semitism became a feature of everyday life in Germany. Towns and villages erected notices on their approach roads – ‘Jews not wanted here’. 

· Holiday resorts advertised themselves as ‘free of Jewish taint’. In towns, it was usual to see outside a swimming pool the notice ‘Bathing prohibited to Dogs and Jews’.
The practice of racism in society: aryanisation, discrimination and sterilisation.

Aryanisation 
· This was the removal of Jews from key positions in Nazi society and their replacement with Aryan Germans. 
· Nazis saw it as the purification of the German race. At the same time, it was also an opportunity to seize Jewish wealth and property, for example, Count Helldorf, Berlin’s Chief of Police who confiscated the passports of wealthy Jews and resold them at prices averaging 250,000 marks.
· In 1934, the Gauleiter of Franconia announced the takeover of a formerly Jewish department store in Nuremburg by the city’s business community with each trade staking a 500 Reichsmark share in the enterprise. 
· The elimination of Jewish ownership halved the number of enterprises in certain branches of the textile and clothing industries.
· In Nuremburg, during Kristallnacht, all male Jews, before being dispatched to concentration camps, were herded into German Labour Front offices where lawyers were present and forced into signing powers of attorney in favour of Deputy Gauleiter Karl Holz. He then transferred property to persons of his choice at 10% of the value assessed for tax purposes. 
· In Vienna, Jews were forced to make over real estate and businesses to party members for a nominal sales price of 10 marks.
· Aryanisation, which married profitability to ideology, was the favourite form of pillage employed by the Nazis. Authorities actually became concerned at the growth of personal rivalry and competition to acquire Jewish property.
· Reports spoke of ‘tenants of former Jewish property being presented with rent demands by competing individuals and organisations’.
· For every Jewish retail shop there were usually 3 or 4 applicants.
· Various trade organisations split into factions to back up individual applicants and canvassed support for the authorities by denigrating their rivals as pro-Jewish. 
· To curb the epidemic of ‘wild Aryanisation’ sweeping through Germany after Kristallnacht, Goering announced that the spoliation of Jewish property was the sole prerogative of the state and was to be carried out by The Economics Ministry.
· In Vienna, profit margins at some Aryanised shops ranged from 80% to 380%. So worrying was the extent of this profiteering that Gauleiter Burckel felt obliged to send a dozen Aryanisation commissioners to Dachau concentration camp.
· As German Jews slipped towards the Holocaust, they became increasingly exploited. Officials with access to Jewish deportation lists procured the equivalent of a lifetime salary by substituting the name of one Jew for another.
· Similar corruption extended to those civil servants responsible for identity cards, ration books and labour permits.
· After deportation, Jewish flats were sealed, their contents publicly auctioned and proceeds of the sale were transferred to the Exchequer in Berlin. However, there was considerable SS corruption and Nazi officials often stripped Jewish flats of valuables and furniture. 
· Some Jewish shops and businesses benefited in the short term from streamlining through Aryanisation. In Berlin, for example, after Kristallnacht, 700 Jewish shops passed into other hands although 3,750 shops were still owned by Jews.
· However, although there was some benefit for the middle classes, the main beneficiaries of Aryanisation were the large industrial concerns, e.g. Flick and the Hermann Goering works.
Discrimination

· A decree concerning the registration of all Jewish wealth exceeding 5,000 marks was introduced on 26th April 1937.
· On 5th October 1938, it was decreed that the passports of Jews were only valid if they had the red letter J stamped in them. On 15th November, all Jewish pupils were expelled from schools.
· Although Germany became involved in war after 1st September 1939, discrimination continued. A curfew was imposed and Jews could not be out of doors after 8 p.m. in winter and after 9 p.m. in summer. 
· On 21st September, all wireless sets owned by Jews were confiscated. As late as 24th April 1942, a ban on Jews using public transport was introduced.
Emigration: voluntary departures; the work of the Reich Office for Jewish Emigration
· Until the early 1940s, the intent of German anti-Jewish policies was to make life so difficult for the Jews that they would leave Germany of their own free will.
· At the beginning of the period, there were about 500,000 Jews in Germany and about 200,000 in Austria. By the beginning of the war in 1939, about half had emigrated.
· About 150,000 emigrated before Kristallnacht and about the same number between Kristallnacht and the outbreak of the war, a period of under a year. 
· Roughly 200,000 were left in Germany who could not foresee what was going to happen to them. 
· The flow of Jewish emigration from Germany numbered 37,000 in 1933, 23,000 in 1934, 21,000 in 1935, 25,000 in 1936, 23,000 in 1937 and 20,000 in 1938.
· These were not large numbers. The major impediment to emigration was a deep attachment to Germany itself by German Jews and their ignorance of what was going to happen to them in the future.
· Many found it difficult to abandon homes their families had lived in for generations and to leave communities and extended family members. Many believed that anti-Jewish events would stop under international pressure.

· There was also the question of where they were actually going to go. From the 1920s, The United States was not particularly receptive to Jewish emigration. 
· In 1938, US President Franklin D. Roosevelt convened a conference in the French resort of Evian to discuss the issues of the growing number of refugees. 
· Of the twenty countries represented, only one, the Dominican Republic agreed to accept more refugees. Adolf Hitler felt this proved that no country truly cared for the Jews.
· However, despite these difficulties, significant Jewish emigration did occur. From 1933 to the end of 1938, the United States took in 102,222 Jewish refugees. Britain took in 52,000 and Palestine 33,399.
· Jewish emigration actually began in the first days of the Nazi regime. German Jewish lawyers, doctors, architects and writers were among those finding refuge in more than 30 countries.
· Germany lost thousands of talented Jews, including Ernst Chain who turned penicillin into usable anti-biotics and the neuro-surgeon Ludwig Guttmann renowned for his work on the treatment of spinal injuries. 
· They also included Henry Kissinger who became US Secretary of State. 

· Many of the countries which gave sanctuary to German Jewish refugees eventually fell under Nazi rule. They were France, Holland and Belgium.
· The Central Office for Jewish Emigration was established in Vienna in August 1938 and was headed by Adolf Eichmann of the Jewish Department of the SD (Himmler’s Security Service). This provided him with an outlet for his bureaucratic talents. 
· The purpose was to force as many Jews as possible to emigrate. In order to do so, he fixed quotas of Jews, who had to leave and made the Jewish community responsible for filling them out. He set up the Central Office so that all arrangements for emigration could be made in one location.
· Rich Jews were to finance the emigration of the poorer ones. The methods employed by Eichmann served as a model for the entire Reich and on 24th January 1939, the Reich Central Office for Jewish Emigration was established with Heydrich as its head. 
· It was charged with the task of using all available means to prompt Jews to emigrate and establishing a Jewish organisation that would incorporate all German Jewry and co-ordinate emigration from the Jewish side. 
· The order setting up the office was signed by Goering and was intended to increase Jewish emigration.
D. THE IMPACT OF WAR, 1939-1941
Polish Jews and the ghettos; the ‘problem’ of Jews in occupied countries, 1940
· On 1st September 1939, German troops marched into Poland. German aircraft attacked Polish cities and German warships bombed dockyards and naval installations.
· On 17th September, Russian forces advanced to an agreed line that cut Poland in half. After a tenacious Polish defence against German forces, Warsaw surrendered on 27th September.

· The Nazi-Soviet partition of Poland left more than a million Polish Jews on the Soviet side of the partition line. They were joined by a further 250,000 who managed to escape or were pushed across by the Germans. 
· 6,000 Polish Jews were killed in action and 3,000 Jewish civilians were killed by aerial bombing.

· As German troops entered Polish towns, Jews living there were tormented, kicked or beaten and in some cases, executed in actions carried out by special SS ‘operational groups’. 

· On 3rd September 1939, SS groups entered the Polish town of Wieruszow. They seized 20 Jews and executed them in the market place.

· On 5th September, German troops and the SS entered Piotrkow. They set fire to Jewish owned buildings in the city, including synagogues and shot dead Jews escaping from the flames. As the killing of Jews continued, 2 million Polish Jews were now at risk.

· Ghettos isolated Jews by separating Jewish communities from the non-Jewish population and from other Jewish communities. The Germans established at least 1,000 ghettos in German-occupied and annexed Poland and the Soviet Union alone.
· On 21st September 1939, SS General Reinhard Heydrich, Chief of the Reich Security Main Office, demanded the clearance of Jews from western Poland. They were to be moved into specially confined areas in towns and cities – ghettos. 
· In many places ghettoisation lasted a relatively short time. Some ghettos existed for only a few days, others for months or years. 
· With the implementation of the ‘Final Solution’ beginning in late 1941, the Germans systematically destroyed the ghettos. 
· The Germans and their auxiliaries either shot ghetto residents in mass graves located nearby or deported them, usually by train to killing centres where they were murdered. 
· The first ghetto was set up in Piotrkow on 28th October 1939 and Jews were forced to leave their homes and move into it. 
· The largest ghetto in Poland was in Warsaw where over 400,000 Jews were crowded into an area of 1.3 square miles. 
· Other major ghettos were established in the cities of Lodz, Krakow, Bialystok, Lvov, Lublin, Vilna, Kovno, Czestochowa and Minsk. Tens of thousands of western European Jews were also deported to ghettos in the East.
· A ghetto police force enforced the orders of the German authorities and the ordinances of the Jewish councils, including the facilitation of deportations to killing centres.
· Jewish police officials, like Jewish council members, served at the whim of the German authorities. The Germans did not hesitate to kill Jewish policemen who were perceived to have failed to carry out orders. 
· Jews responded to the ghetto restrictions with a variety of resistance. Ghetto residents frequently engaged in so-called illegal activities, such as smuggling food, medicine, weapons or intelligence across the ghetto walls, often without Jewish council approval. 
· Some Jewish councils and individual council members tolerated or encouraged the illicit trade because the goods were necessary to keep ghetto residents alive.

· Perhaps the most alarming aspect of all the ghettos was the high death rates. Inside the Warsaw ghetto, deaths from starvation reached 2,000 a month by the beginning of 1941 and 1,000 a month in the Lodz ghetto. Six months later, these high death rates had doubled. 
· In the Warsaw ghetto between July and December 1941, 30,000 Jews died of starvation and between January and June 1942, a further 20,000 died.

· In some ghettos, members of Jewish resistance movements staged armed uprisings. The largest was the Warsaw ghetto uprising in spring 1943. There were also violent revolts in Vilna, Bialystok, Czestochowa and several smaller ghettos.
· In August 1944, German SS and police completed the destruction of the last major ghetto, in Lodz.

· In Hungary, ghettoization did not begin until the spring of 1944, after the Germans invaded and occupied the country. 
· The Germans deported most of the Hungarian Jews to the Auschwitz-Birkenau killing centre. 
· In Budapest, Hungarian authorities required the Jews to confine themselves to marked houses (so-called Star of David houses). 
· Approximately 25,000 Jews with certificates showing that they stood under the protection of a neutral power were confined in an ‘international ghetto’ at another location in the city. 

· In January 1945, Soviet forces liberated that part of Budapest in which the two ghettos were located and liberated nearly 90,000 Jewish residents. 
Euthanasia and schemes of ‘racial hygiene’
· In the spring and summer of 1939, a planning group led by Philipp Bouhler, the director of Hitler’s private chancellery and Karl Brandt, Hitler’s personal physician, began to organise a secret killing operation targeting disabled children. 
· The programme may be seen as representing an evolution in policy towards the later Holocaust. According to the historian Ian Kershaw, it was ‘a vital step in the descent into modern barbarism’.
· Hitler had long favoured such a programme but had been persuaded not to implement it in time of peace. The outbreak of war in September 1939 provided him with the opportunity he wanted.
· Beginning in October 1939, disabled children were brought to special pediatric clinics throughout Germany and Austria and were murdered by lethal overdoses or starvation.
· Some 5,000 disabled German infants, toddlers and juveniles are estimated to have been killed by the end of the war.
· Planners next wished to extend the killing programme to adult disabled patients living in institutions. 
· In autumn 1939, Hitler signed a secret authorisation to protect participating physicians, medical staff and administrators from prosecution. The authorisation was backdated to 1st September 1939 to suggest that the effort was related to wartime measures.
· Six gassing installations for adults were eventually established at Bernburg, Brandenburg, Grafeneck, Hadamar, Hartheim and Sonnenstein.
· Beginning in January 1940, adult patients were selected by specially recruited T4 physicians for death. 
· Those selected were transported by T4 personnel to the sanatoria that served as central gassing installations. They were told they would undergo a physical evaluation and take a disinfecting shower.
· Instead, they were killed in gas chambers using pure carbon monoxide gas. Their bodies were immediately burned in crematoria attached to the gassing facilities. 
· Their ashes were taken from a common pile and placed in urns without accurate labelling. One urn was sent to each victim’s family with a death certificate listing a notional cause and date of death. 
· The sudden death of thousands of these patients with similar causes and places of death aroused suspicions and the programme became an open secret.
· In late August 1941, Hitler ordered a halt to the process following widespread knowledge of the measure and protests from the German clergy. 

· According to T4 statistics, around 70,000 adult disabled patients were murdered during the initial gassing phase. However, this did not mean an end to the euthanasia programme and the child programme continued.

· The killings resumed in August 1942 but more concealed than before. Victims were not killed by centralised gassing but by lethal injection, drug overdose or starvation.
· The euthanasia programme continued until the last days of World War Two and was extended to include geriatric patients, the victims of bombing and foreign forced labourers.
· It is estimated that the programme claimed the lives of 200,000 victims. It introduced the use of gas chambers and crematoria for systematic murder.
The Madagascar Plan; lebensraum and links between anti-Semitism and foreign policy
· Before the Nazis finally decided to gas millions of European Jews, they considered the Madagascar Plan – to move four million Jews from Europe to the island of Madagascar.

· It was not until 1938, a year after the commission, that the Nazis began to consider the Madagascar Plan.

· On 12th November 1938, Hermann Goering told the German cabinet that Hitler was going to suggest to the West the emigration of Jews to Madagascar. 
· Hjalmar Schacht, Reichsbank president, during discussions in London, tried to procure an international loan to send the Jews to Madagascar. Germany would make a profit since the Jews would only be allowed to take their money out in German goods.  
· In December 1939, Joachim von Ribbentrop, the German foreign minister, even included the emigration of Jews to Madagascar as part of a peace proposal to the Pope. 

· Since Madagascar was still a French colony during these discussions, Germany could not implement these proposals without French approval. 
· The beginning of World war Two ended these discussions but after the French defeat in 1940, Germany could act alone.

Operation Barbarossa; the Einsatzgruppen; attitudes to Jews in Germany and occupied Europe by 1942
· On 22nd June 1941, under Operation Barbarossa, Germany invaded the Soviet Union. Three million German soldiers were reinforced by Finnish, Romanian, Hungarian, Italian Slovak and Croatian troops.

· For Nazi Germany, this was not just a war against the Soviet Union. It was a war against Communism and against subhuman Slavs and Jews. Soviet prisoners were seen, therefore, as not only subhuman Slavs but as part of a Bolshevik menace linked to a Jewish conspiracy.
· In June 1941, there began a deliberate attempt to destroy Jews. Behind the conquering German armies came the Einsatzgruppen (operational squads). 
· Within twelve months, over 1 million Jews had been murdered east of the September 1939 border of Greater Germany. Most were driven from their homes, forced at gunpoint to pits and ravines nearby, ordered to undress and then shot. No mercy was shown.
· The number in each Einsatzgruppen was small, (Einsatzgruppen A – 1,000, Ensatzgruppen B – 655, Einsatzgruppen C – 700 and Einsatzgruppen D – 600).

· They were helped by German police battalions and local auxiliary police battalions. The Einsatzgruppen used Lithuanian, Latvian, Belorussian and Ukrainian volunteers.
· On 1st December 1941, Colonel Karl Jaeger, head of Einsatzkommando 3a, reported to his superiors in Berlin that in the former Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, his men had murdered 200,000 Jews. 

· Brest-Litovsk was the first city to be overrun by the Germans in June 1941. Jews made up half the town’s population – 21,519 in 1936. They were joined by as many as five thousand refugees who had managed to escape in 1939 from German-occupied Poland. 
· On 10th July 1941, more than 6,000 were Jews taken outside the city, shot and their bodies left in 12 pits.
· In autumn 1941, a ghetto was established for the 20,000 remaining Jews of Brest-Litovsk. 
· The killings by The Einsatzgruppen continued from the end of June 1941 until the end of the year and then into 1942 and 1943. Whole communities were wiped out. 

· In Kishinev, more than 24,000 Jews were murdered. In Odessa, more than 19,000 Jews were killed between 12th January and 23rd February 1942. In Kamenets - Podolsk, 14,000 Jews, who had been deported from Ruthenia, were shot down in cold blood.
· On 29th September 1941, following a 3 day orgy of killing at Babi Yar near Kiev, 33,771 Jews were killed. In January 1942, at the same site, 8,000 Kiev Jews were killed. Similar killings took place in Minsk and Kharkov. 
· Between January and April 1942, 91,678 Jews were killed in the Crimea – all killings were carefully documented.  
E: THE HOLOCAUST 1941 – 1945
The decision to begin the ‘Final Solution; developments in 1941; the Wannsee Conference (1942) and its immediate aftermath
· In 1933, the Jewish population of Europe stood at over 9 million. By 1945, the Germans and their collaborators killed nearly two out of every three European Jews as part of the ‘Final Solution’, the Nazi policy to murder the Jews of Europe.
· Four weeks after the invasion of the Soviet Union, on 17th July 1941, Hitler gave SS chief Heinrich Himmler responsibility for all security matters in the occupied Soviet Union. He gave him broad authority to physically eliminate any perceived threats to permanent German rule.
· Two weeks later, on 31st July 1941, Nazi leader Hermann Goering authorised SS General Reinhard Heydrich to make preparations for the implementation of a ‘complete solution of the Jewish question’.
· On 20th January 1942, 15 high ranking Nazi party and German government officials met at a villa in the Berlin suburb of Wannsee to discuss the implementation of the ‘Final Solution’.
· Reinhard Heydrich, SS chief Heinrich Himmler’s head deputy and head of the Reich Main Security Office, held the meeting to involve key members of the German government, including the Foreign and Justice Ministries, whose help was needed to implement the killing programme. 
· The Wannsee Conference determined the way in which Hitler’s decision to solve the ‘Jewish Question’ through systematic mass murder was going to be implemented by the various government departments.
· Heydrich indicated that approximately 11 million Jews were eventually to be subjected to the ‘Final Solution’. The Nuremburg Laws would determine who was a Jew. 
The gassing and deaths of Jews and other non-Jewish ‘undesirables’; the activities at Auschwitz and other camps; forced labour and other considerations
· The killing centre was a facility set up for the assembly-line mass murder of human beings. These killing centres are commonly known as ‘extermination camps’ or ‘death camps’.
· Concentration camps served primarily as detention and labour centres, as well as sites for the murder of smaller, targeted groups of individuals. 
· Chelmo was the first killing centre and began operations in December 1941. It was located in the Reich province of Wartheland which was part of Poland annexed to Germany. 
· Operation Reinhard (see above) was the German plan to murder approximately two million Jews in part of German occupied Poland. 

· To implement the plan, the SS and police built three killing centres, Belzec and Sobibor in Lublin District and Treblinka 11 in Warsaw District. 
· Belzec began operations in March 1942, Sobibor in May 1942 and Treblinka in July 1942. These dates coincided with the deportation of Jews from various regions of Poland.
· The victims of the Operation Reinhard killing centres included Polish, German, Austrian, Dutch, French, Czech and Slovak Jews as well as Roma (Gypsies), Soviet prisoners of war, and Poles. 
· The SS and police killed most of the prisoners locking them in stationary gas chambers into which truck engines pumped deadly carbon monoxide gas. A minority of prisoners were killed by shooting.
· Small numbers of prisoners were selected from each transport to support the main work of the camps. They were often called Arbeitjuden (work Jews) and worked in the killing area. 
· German SS and police personnel and trained auxiliaries periodically murdered the members of these detachments and replaced them with persons who had recently arrived.
· In the killing centres of Operation Reinhard, the SS killed approximately 1,526,500 Jews between March 1942 and November 1943. 
· Roma, commonly called Gypsies, were the only other people besides Jews targeted for extermination in the ‘final solution’. They arrived in Europe from India about 1300. They were non-Christian and non-white. They possessed no territory – they were outsiders.
· Romani people in Germany called themselves Sinti whilst Zigeuner was the German equivalent of ‘gypsy’. For centuries, they suffered discrimination and persecution. 
· In 1933, ten days before the Nazis came to power, government officials in Burgeland called for the removal of all civil rights from the Roma people. 

· In September 1935, Roma became subject to the restrictions of the Nuremburg Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honour. This forbade intermarriage between Germans and ‘non-Aryans’ specifically Jews, Roma and people of African descent. 
· In 1937, the National Citizenship Law relegated Roma and Jews to the status of second-class citizens, depriving them of their civil rights.
· Also in 1937, Heinrich Himmler issued a decree entitled ‘The Struggle against the Gypsy Plague’. This reiterated the notion that Roma of mixed blood were the most likely to engage in criminal activity. 
· It also required that all information on Roma should be sent from the regional police departments to the Reich Central Office. This meant that that they had to be registered and their racial origins confirmed.
· Between 12th and 18th June 1938, Gypsy Clean-Up Week took place throughout Germany. 
· In January 1940, the first mass genocide of the Holocaust took place when 250 Roma children were murdered in Buchenwald. They were being used to test the efficiency of the Zyklon-B crystals later used in the gas chambers. 

Homosexuality 
· Hitler and the Nazi regime soon began to attack homosexuals even those in his own government. These attacks increased when opponents began to smear them with charges of homosexuality. 
· Hitler began clearing his own party of these charges by agreeing to the murder of Ernst Rohm leader of the SA on 30th June 1934. He used the homosexuality issue to destroy opponents.

· Himmler used the Roehm affair to order the opening of a central register of all persons engaged in homosexual activities, particularly those opposed to the Nazis, for example, General Fritsch and members of the Roman Catholic Order.

· In 1936, Himmler created a Reich Central Office for the Combating of Homosexuality and Abortion. 
· From 1937 onwards, homosexuals were rounded up, sent to concentration camps and forced to wear pink triangles signifying sexual preference. 
· In Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, the SS used homosexuals as target practice. In Dachau, they were systematically exterminated. 

· Auschwitz – Birkenau was the largest killing centre, also known as Auschwitz II. It was located in Upper Silesia and established by SS authorities. 
· Unlike other centres, Auschwitz was not under regional control but was part of the concentration camp system under SS Economic – Administration Main Office.
· The average number of prisoners was between 13,000 and 16,000 but reached 20,000 in 1942.

· It was originally intended as a forced labour camp for large numbers of Soviet prisoners of war and Jewish labourers to work on SS construction projects but from early days it became a killing centre. 

· From spring 1942, the SS established a practice of selections in which those arriving Jews who were unable to work were sent directly to two makeshift gas chambers.

· Jews who arrived at Auschwitz were usually told that they were being transported east to be resettled. They were often sold fictitious businesses or plots of land or offered work in non-existing factories.

· These stories encouraged Jews to bring their most treasured and valuable possessions with them. These were all looted by the Nazis. 

· During the deportation of Hungarian Jews in spring 1944, Auschwitz-Birkenau reached peak killing capacity – the SS gassed as many as 6,000 Jews each day. 
· By November 1944, they had killed more than 1 million Jews and tens of thousands of Roma, Poles and Soviet prisoners of war in Auschwitz-Birkenau.

· At least 865,000 Jews were killed immediately upon arrival but the overwhelming majority were killed in the gas chambers.
· Auschwitz-Birkenau continued to serve as a concentration camp for forced labourers after the destruction of the gas chambers in November 1944. Most of the prisoners had been evacuated by foot or by train prior to the liberation of the camp by the Soviet Army on 27th January 1945.
· Lublin / Majdanek was designated as a large forced-labour camp, firstly for Soviet prisoners of war and later for Jews. The SS established it in 1941as a ‘Prisoner of War Camp of the Waffen SS Lublin’. 

· More than 170,000 prisoners passed through Lublin/Majdanek. Nearly half were Jews and most of the rest were Poles, Soviet prisoners of war and civilians and Czechs. 

· As many as 80,000-90,000 of the prisoners were Jews. The SS killed 60,000 -72,000 Jews, though less than half were killed on arrival. The majority of the Jewish victims at Lublin/Majdanek died in the brutal conditions, from mistreatment or were sent to the gas chambers.
· Perhaps as many as 20,000 were shot weeks or months after their arrival in the camp, including the last 18,000 prisoners who were shot on 3rd November 1943. 

Gassing
· The Nazis began experimenting with poison gas for mass murder in late 1939 with the killing of mental patients. After June 1941, they experimented with gas vans for mass killing and in the same year, used them at Chelmo. 

· In 1942, systematic mass killing in stationary gas chambers began at Belzec, Sobibor and Treblinka where the idea of the prisoners being taken to the ‘showers’ to be disinfected began. 
· The Nazis searched constantly for more efficient means of extermination. At Auschwitz, they conducted experiments with Zylon B by gassing around 600 Soviet prisoners and 250 ill prisoners in September 1941. Zyklon B pellets converted to lethal gas when exposed to the air.
The situation in 1945; the evacuations and marches; liberation of the camps
· In the summer of 1944, a massive Soviet offensive in eastern Belarus allowed Soviet forces to overrun Lublin/Majdanek. Shortly afterwards, Himmler ordered prisoners in all concentration camps and sub-camps to be evacuated toward the interior of the Reich.
· In the summer of 1944, the Soviets overran Belzec, Sobibor and Treblinka. 

· In the summer and early autumn of 1944, most of the evacuations were carried out by train or by ship in the case of German positions cut off in the Baltic States. 

· However, with the approach of winter, the Allies reached the German border and assumed full control of the skies. The SS increasingly evacuated concentration camp prisoners by foot. 
· In January 1945, the Soviets liberated Auschwitz. Most of the prisoners had been forced westwards and Soviet soldiers found several thousand emaciated prisoners still alive. However, they found abundant evidence of mass killings – e.g. 14,000 pounds of human hair.
· Forced marches were very common in late 1944 and 1945 as the SS evacuated prisoners deeper within Germany.

· On 11th April, U.S. forces liberated the Buchenwald concentration camp. In mid-April, British forces liberated Neuengamme and Bergen-Belsen. 

· Those liberating the camps confronted unspeakable conditions where piles of corpses lay unburied – the full extent of Nazi horrors was now known to the world. 

· Many were so weak they could hardly move. Disease remained an ever present danger and many camps were burnt down to prevent the spread of disease.
Responsibility for the Holocaust; the parts played by Hitler, leading Nazis and the SS; the responsibility of ordinary Germans and other groups; the degree to which the policy was planned; the importance of war
· Intentionalists argue that it was always Nazi policy to exterminate the Jews. Some argue that Hitler was solely responsible for this plan and was the driving force behind it. Others agree that extermination was a long term Nazi plan but do not all attribute full blame to Hitler himself. 

· Functionalists /Structuralists claim that the Final Solution was just that – a radical policy formulated before 1941, to resettle the Jewish population of Germany beyond its borders (e.g. the Lublin and Madagascar Plans). 
· It was after the failure of these plans and given the overwhelming scale of the huge numbers incarcerated by these policies that brought about the transformation of the ‘Final Solution’ from resettlement to extermination. 

· Overcrowding in resettlement areas was especially chronic in Poland hence the ‘Final Solution’ began at Auschwitz in 1940 and was subsequently extended across Eastern Europe.

· Functionalists do not hold Hitler personally responsible for the Holocaust but are inclined to argue that responsibility lay with senior Nazis. This was the line of argument taken up by David Irving
· More recently, these two extremes of interpretation have been merged by other historians (e.g. Ian Kershaw) who argue that Hitler did carry much of the responsibility for the Holocaust but that he did not have a long term plan.

What was the involvement of Hitler?

· Most historians agree that Hitler had an obsessive hatred of Jews and was overwhelmingly driven by the desire to exterminate them. 

· Some historians suggest that he was willing to lose the war as long as he succeeded in ridding the world of the Jews.  

· Much of the evidence linking Hitler directly to the Holocaust can be found in his speeches in addition to those records that provide incontrovertible evidence that he personally authorised the T-4 Euthanasia Programme.

· His speeches reveal his encouragement of the mass killing of Jews in Eastern Europe by the Einsatzgruppen death squads. He ordered mass deportations of Jews to Eastern Europe from October 1941.

· Autumn 1941, Hitler and Himmler agreed the mass extermination of the Jews of Europe by gassing. By this time, Jews in the Baltic States had been virtually wiped out.

· Hitler was not present at the Wannsee Conference in January 1942 but records were kept of comments made by him subsequently urging the elimination of the Jews. Diaries of leading Nazis such as Goebbels also provide evidence that Hitler verbally ordered the extermination.

What part was played by senior Nazis and other officials?

· The actual extermination of millions of Jews was carried out under the direct orders of a small number of leading Nazis – Heinrich Himmler, Reinhard Heydrich and Adolf Eichmann.  

· Others such as Joseph Goebbels, Hermann Gőering and Martin Bormann knew what was happening to the Jews but were not directly involved.

· Hitler’s orders were largely carried out by the SS under the direction of Heinrich Müller and Oswald Pohl of the Gestapo.

· Other officials were involved in carrying out the orders given them from above e.g. the police, railway officials.

· Generally, officers in the German army were not directly involved in the extermination. Some did support the Einsatzgruppen.  Ordinary soldiers acted under orders. 

· Army officers on the Eastern Front were aware of what was taking place there. Some protested at the treatment of Jews e.g. Erwin Rommel. The plot to assassinate Hitler in 1944, led by Claus von Stauffenberg was in part provoked by what were seen to be Hitler’s ‘crimes’.

Ordinary Germans and other countries

· To claim the ordinary Germans or even the leadership of other governments could have intervened of prevented the Holocaust assumes that the full extent of the extermination policy was known.

· The Nazis went to some lengths to ensure that the deportations and executions were carried out under a cloak of secrecy and that nothing would be known of what was happening to the Jews.

· Large numbers of the German people have been severely criticised for apparently condoning the atrocities; this is blamed on the depth and extent of anti Semitism in Germany. Knowledge of the ruthlessness of the Nazi machine might also explain their silence.

· In 1943, there were 900,000 men in the SS – the majority were ordinary German men. There were 1.2 million people working on the railways. 
· Locally recruited labour, especially in Eastern Europe, was used to run the concentration and death camps.

· Some of the concentration and forced labour camps were situated near to villages or small towns whose inhabitants must have had some indication of what was happening on their doorstep e.g. Buchenwald.
· Those who knew but did nothing were helpless in the face of the terrifying regime established by the Nazis where refusal to obey meant severe punishment or death. 

· These people should be balanced against those Germans and inhabitants of occupied countries who risked death to hide Jews, especially children, and save them from deportation and the gas chambers.

· The Nazis were able to whip up the fierce anti-Semitism of some Eastern Europeans to carry out the wholesale killing of large numbers of Jews. 

· Most, but not all, occupied countries willingly co-operated with the Nazis in giving up their Jewish inhabitants. Bulgaria and Denmark resisted demands to surrender their Jewish nationals.

Past Questions with marksheme guidance:

Explain why Hitler blamed the Jews for Germany’s humiliation in the Treaty of Versailles. (12 marks)
· Germany’s defeat led to a personal crisis for Hitler and pushed him towards looking for someone to blame
· Hitler saw the signing of the Treaty as the work of ‘socialist’ politicians, and he equated socialist with Jews
· Walter Rathenau the Jewish Minister of Reconstruction accepted the idea of complying with the treaty
· Hitler’s view that Jewish businessmen had profited from the war.

Candidates may refer to some of the following long term factors:

· Hitler’s anti-semitism pre-World War One, such as his belief that Jews racially and practically corrupted Germany
· his belief in Social-Darwinism
· Hitler believed before World War One that killing German Jews would improve the war effort.

To reach the higher levels candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of the reasons

given, for example they might suggest that Hitler’s existing Anti-Semitism was key or link his

belief about a Jewish conspiracy to the fact there were Jewish politicians such as Walter

Rathenau who were responsible for carrying out the stipulations of the Treaty.

With reference to the years 1919 to 1929, explain why Hitler held anti-Semitic views.

(12 marks)

· Hitler blamed a Jewish conspiracy for the loss of the First World War and the Treaty of Versailles
· Hitler believed in Social Darwinism
· Hitler’s belief in Jewish plot for world domination as put forward in The Protocols of the Elders of Zion
· his reading of anti-Semitic writers such as Houston Chamberlain.
· jealousy due to comparative success/wealth of Jews, e.g. disproportionate representation in legal and medical professions
· Hitler drew a link between Communism and Judaism, e.g. ideas put forward by Rosenberg, large numbers of Jews in socialist politics, e.g. Socialist Republic of Bavaria’s President Kurt Eisner
· Weimar, hated by Hitler, had been embraced by German Jews.
Explain why anti-semitism increased in Germany in the years 1929 to 1932. (12 marks)

· the Wall Street crash led to the Great Depression, groups such as the Nazis blamed this on Jewish financiers
· the growing number of German people looking for someone to blame for their financial distress
· Nazi propaganda, especially in rural areas which connected Jewish financers with farm repossessions
· the relative success of Jews in Germany: 11% of Doctors, 16% of Lawyers etc.
· the false connection being made between communism and Judaism by Rosenburg etc

Explain why so many Jews chose to remain in Germany in the years 1933 to 1938.

(12 marks)

· There were 503 000 Jews in Germany in 1933
· some Jews believed that the discrimination would not be too bad, citing things like SA members having Jewish girlfriends
· failure of the boycott of Jewish shops in 1933
· 37 000 Jews left Germany in 1933, 23 000 in 1934
· many of the Jews, especially the older ones who had lived their whole lives in Germany, were unwilling to leave
· Jews were barred from taking most of their assets out of the country, therefore, emigration meant destitution
· countries such as France, Britain and USA with high unemployment were unwilling to take German Jews
· there were also thousands of Jews fleeing anti-Semitic countries in Eastern Europe
· Britain was unwilling to allow Jewish migration to Palestine as it was causing problems with the Arab population
· collaboration between Zionist groups and Nazis
· during years of calm, 1934–1936, many believed the problems would blow over
· 75 000 Jews who had fled Germany 1933–1935, returned 1936–1937
· 1938–1939 policy of forced emigration was introduced.

Explain why the Nuremburg Laws were passed in 1935? (12 marks)

The passing of the Nuremberg Laws stemmed from:

· Hitler’s own anti-Semitism and his anti-Semitic programme from the 1920s
· pressures from radicals within his party–especially the Gauleiter to remove Jews from citizenship
· pressure from moderates within the party who wanted SA attacks on Jews regularised, e.g. Schacht was concerned about the effect on exports
· Hitler’s speech at the Nuremberg rally–a last minute decision with laws written overnight by civil servants.

Explain why Kristallnacht took place in November 1938. (12 marks)

Candidates will explain the murder of von Rath and its connection to the events of Kristallnacht as well as underlying reasons such as the aims of the Nazi government and anti-semitism amongst the German people.

· The shooting of the German official Ernst von Rath by Jewish teenager Herschel Grynszpan on 7th November
· the violence of Kristallnacht was a response to the above by Nazi stormtroopers
· It was part of co-ordinated Nazi action against the Jews in Germany which had been planned for some time (some suggest since 1937), the murder of von Rath was simply an excuse
· it was a ‘popular uprising’ against the Jews of Germany because of the murder of von Rath and growing Nazi propaganda
· it took place because as Goebbels said ‘the German people are anti-semitic’.

Explain why euthanasia was introduced in Germany in 1939. (12 marks)
Euthanasia was introduced because:

· Hitler’s radical policies stressed the need for a healthy Aryan race which meant the elimination of those whose genes posed a threat, e.g. Jewish and people with hereditary illnesses
· the mentally/physically ill were regarded as a burden to the community (financially and morally) impeding the path to radical supremacy and weakening the state. Gypsies were regarded as asocial/unwilling to work
· before 1939 the Nazi position had not been strong enough to attempt this potentially unpopular policy–so there had been a reliance on sterilisation–but this was not deemed adequate
· degeneration of standards in Nazi state; propaganda to prepare public and staff especially through films–argument that science had acted against the natural laws of selection
· immediate trigger was a letter to Hitler in 1939 from a father asking that his deformed son be ‘put to sleep’ – a random policy decision?
· Success in war emboldened the Nazis and allowed Hitler to pay less heed to potential opposition.

Explain why the Madagascar plan was proposed in July 1940. (12 marks)

· The invasion of counties in Western and Eastern Europe in 1939 and 1940 had

massively increased the number of Jews under Nazi rule

· the attempts to force the emigration of all Jews from the German controlled areas in Eastern Europe, in the years 1938–1940 had failed
· the outbreak of war had closed most sea lanes to German shipping ending the chances of normal emigration
· the ‘French Solution’ lead to protests from the French Vichy Government.
· the surrender of Britain seemed likely in 1940 making the Madagascar plan seem feasible 

· Hitler and other Nazis were enthusiastic about the plan.

Candidates may refer to long term factors such as:

· this plan had been popular amongst the anti-Semites across Europe for many years
· Hitler’s speeches and writings in which he spoke of ridding Europe of Jews
· Nazi co-operation with Zionist Jews.

To reach the higher levels, candidates will need to show the inter-relationship of these reasons given, for example they might talk about the coming together of long term ideological goals with the circumstances of 1940.

How far were the Jewish people assimilated in Weimar Republic by 1930? (24 marks)

	Yes they were
	No they weren’t

	Some of the ways in which anti-Semitism made little or no difference to the position of the Jews may include:

· the granting of equal political/social rights as enshrined in the Weimar constitution

· the freedom and equality of the Weimar years which ensure there were opportunities available to Jews which allowed them to rise in the professions and creative world: 11% of Germany’s doctors and 16% of Lawyers were Jewish

· contemporary evidence that most Jews considered themselves Germans first, Jews second and that they integrated well in the liberal atmosphere of the Weimar Republic and lack of evidence of active discrimination 

· limitations to the spread of anti-Semitic ideas which rested with the minority and extremists.


	Some of the ways in which anti-Semitism restricted the opportunities for Jews may include:

· political Hostility – especially the Right wing complaints about ‘Jewish politicians’ and financiers

· murder of Rathenau and Jews associated with defeat in First World War and the treaty of Versailles

· the association of Jews with communism which led them to be shunned/regarded with suspicion

· the challenge posed by the rise of Right Wing Nationalist parties, e.g. the Nazis, which encouraged active discrimination

· the importance of anti-Semitism in the election campaigns to 1930 and the street violence by the SA showing the spread of discrimination.




‘Before 1939, there was no plan behind the anti-Semitic actions of the Nazi regime.’

Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)

	Yes there was
	No there wasn’t

	On the other hand, evidence that there was planning might include:

· the stream of legislation and measures which developed 1933–1939, with each year adding to the discrimination against the Jews

· Hitler’s pronouncements from the 1920s which suggested he had an intentional anti- Semitic policy to carry through

· the logic of waiting until the party was in full control and economically secure before launching Reichkristallacht and so accelerating steps towards driving the Jews from German life

· the development of emigration as a policy from 1934–which would have continued but for the breakout of war.


	Candidates may suggest there was no plan behind the anti-Semitic actions of the Nazi regime before 1939 because:

· measures followed a haphazard pattern, e.g. in 1933 some Jews were deprived of jobs in 1935 all lost citizenship, in 1938 further anti-Jewish decrees affecting employment

· anti-Semitic attacks were not always authorised and sometimes counter productive e.g. in 1935 and Reichkristallnacht, 1938

· the Boycott of Jewish shops 1933 was allowed to take place even though it did more harm then good, (Schacht resigned in 1937 over economic impact of the ill thought out measures)

· Jews were not excluded from economic life until 1938

· anti-Semitic attacks were reduced in 1936 because of the Olympic games

· Himmler was put in charge of Jewish emigration in 1936 but little was done until the Anschluss (1938) forced action

· Range of indiscriminate Jewish decrees was produced in 1938 which would not have been necessary had emigration been seen as the planned way forward.




‘It was the invasion of the USSR which changed Nazi policies towards the Jews under

German rule in the years 1941 to 1945.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)
	Yes it was
	No it wasn’t

	The invasion of the USSR (June 1941) changed the position of the Jews in that:

· it immediately added 3 million Russian Jews to the German Empire

· German forces with orders to round up and shoot Russian Communists and their Jewish supporters took matters into their own hands in disposing Jews

· the Einsatzgruppen carried out mass shootings in an attempt to control numbers (possibly half a million Jews in Russia were shot in June) and established a new level of brutality

· German Jews were ordered to wear the Star of David Oct 1941-a sign that Jews were to be more effectively marked out everywhere–and emigration of Jews was banned–a change of policy

· deportations to the East became possible (began October 1941)–but Soviet resistance prevented Jews being moved East of the Urals causing need for changed policy– overcrowding

· December 1941: the mass gassing of Jews at Chelmo camp set a precedent

· January 1942: Wannsee Conference planned the Final Solution (probably following a decision taken in July/October 1941) – only possible in circumstances of war and Russian struggle?

· 1942–1943 Extermination programme put into effect and hidden whilst war in east raged (i.e. would not have been possible without the distraction/’cover-up’ of the war against Russia)


	Arguments suggesting it was not the invasion of the USSR which changed the Jews’ position

include:

· Hitler’s long-term anti-Semitic views and actions against the Jews which suggest its intention was always to move to the holocaust. Persecution developed its own momentum

· the brutalisation/radicalisation of the regime was already well underway before 1941 – e.g. Reichkristallnacht and escalation of anti-Semitic violence had been seen from 1938

· anti-Semitic propaganda had blinded the Germans and state lawlessness and the chaotic nature of the Third Reich meant that the Holocaust was waiting to happen

· the invasion of Poland was more important than that of Russia because it increased the Jewish population and the first mass killings were there in 1939-1941

· the war in general helped towards brutalisation – not just the invasion of Russia

· the euthanasia programme from October 1939 had set a precedent – invasion may just have provided the opportunity

· the timing of the Holocaust may have been more connected to the development of the necessary technical expertise in order for it to be carried out than military campaigning

· killing Hungarian Jews and death marches in 1944 can be seen in the context of the knowledge of certain defeat. As it became clear the Nazis faced defeat, they saw the elimination of the Jews their most significant work

· 75% of all victims of the Holocaust died after March 1942, suggesting that the push to achieve extermination of the Jews came after the war in the East turned against Germany.




In conclusion, candidates are likely to suggest that the invasion of Russia was the catalyst

rather than the sole cause of the escalation of Nazi policy leading to the attempt to eliminate the Jewish race. Some may cite the historiographical debate between internationalists and

structuralists, but this is not essential and it is more important that candidates understand the

evidence on which such views are based than the names of specific historians or schools of

historiography.

How successful was the Nazi regime in gaining the acceptance of the German people

for its anti-Semitic policies in the years 1938 to 1945? (24 marks)

	Yes they were successful:
	No, they were unsuccessful:

	· German people were willing to play an active role in the Holocaust, for example, Reserve Battalion 101 who were ‘ordinary Germans’, not all convinced Nazis, who carried out mass killing of Jews. Evidence suggests they were not forced to carry out orders and some who would not carry out the executions were not punished

· the actions of the Einsatzgruppen killing of Jewish population behind the German front line in the East

· acceptance of ordinary Germans that communists and Jews were one and the same, and the support for Operation Barbarossa

· actions of T4 personnel, showed that people, largely selected at random, would carry out mass killing without scruple

· few Germans helped the Jews; even when rumours/news of the Final Solution reached the German people, most remained passive

· lack of criticism of anti-Semitic policies by the Protestant or Catholic Clergy can be used to show a lack of moral objection to anti-Semitism in Germany

· hostile reaction of ordinary Germans to the Jews on the forced marches from the Eastern camps, including verbal and physical abuse.


	Specific details which might be used to suggest a lack of success might include:

· level of secrecy surrounding the Holocaust suggests the Nazi’s feared a lack of public support. 

· The painstaking and time consuming removal of the evidence of the Holocaust at a time of limited resources suggest the Nazis did not believe the German people would support their actions

· some Germans helped Jews escape, e.g. Oskar Schindler. This suggests that not everyone was carried along by Nazi propaganda

· Nazis failed to dragoon public opinion into complete conformity (Kershaw). This suggests that much of German society was not anti-Semitic and that Nazi propaganda failed to change their view

· opposition to the euthanasia programme suggests there would have been widespread opposition to the Holocaust, if the German people had known about it

· opponents of Nazi anti-Semitic policy from the Confessing Church, e.g. Herman Mass, suggests that there was resistance to Nazi anti-Semitism

· disapproval of the actions on Kristallnacht by many Germans

· the horror and shame felt by Germans on the discovery of the concentration camps, for example members of the local German population being shown around Bergen-Belsen

· Rosenstrasse Protest in 1943.




‘The need to blame someone for their economic problems was the key to the spread of anti-Semitism among the German people in the years 1929 to 1933.’

Explain why you agree or disagree with this statement. (24 marks)

	Agrees:
	Disagrees:

	· Nazi message did not change from earlier years. In 1928 they had only 12 seats and about 2% of the vote, in 1932 they were the biggest party in Germany

· the economic problems meant that more people did look for someone to blame; the Jews as an unpopular minority made an easy scapegoat

· Jews were seen as being more prosperous, leading to jealousy

· Jews formed just 0.76% of population but 16% of lawyers, 10% of doctors, 5% of newspaper editors

· Nazis blamed Jewish bankers for banks’ repossession of farms during the agricultural depression

· Nazis played on anti-Semitism only at times and in areas that would aid them in gaining support

· ‘revolution from below’ of 1933 suggests growing anti-Semitism
	· anti-Semitic ideas were already prevalent, e.g. writings of Houston Chamberlain

· blamed by Nazis and others for defeat in the First World War, yet no anti-Semitic laws brought in

· invasion of the Rühr in 1923 did not lead to anti-Semitic action

· Nazis were anti-Semitic before 1929, the message essentially stayed the same

· people turned to Nazis as they offered economic solutions not because they were anti- Semitic

· many German people and institutions such as the church were already anti-Semitic just not to the militant level of the Nazis

· relative failure of the boycott of Jewish shops 1st April 1933.




‘Violence against Jews was the main feature of Nazi anti-Semitic policies in the years

1933 to 1939.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)

	Violence:
	Not Violence:

	· revolution from below in March 1933, Nazi mobs spread terror amongst the Jewish population. Members of the Jewish population were beaten up, sent to concentration camps and even killed. Jewish property and synagogues were destroyed

· attacks on synagogues and Jewish shops in spring and summer 1935, stirred up by anti- Semitic propaganda

· violence in Austria in March 1938

· Kristallnacht November 1938

· Hitler’s Reichstag threat in January 1939.


	· boycott of Jewish goods (April 1933) step back from violence partly due to international disapproval of revolution from below

· Law for Restoration of Professional Civil Service (April 1933) excluded Jews from the Civil Service

· Nuremburg Laws (September 1935) prevented marriage between Jews and ‘Aryans’

· First Supplementary Decree to Reich Citizenship Law (November 1935)

· Aryanisation

· Decree for Registration of Jewish Properties (April 1938)

· compulsory Aryanisation of Jewish business (January 1939).






How successful was Nazi propaganda in promoting anti-Semitism in Germany in the

years 1933 to 1939? (24 marks)

Candidates will judge the level of support there was in Nazi Germany in the years 1933–1939 for the Nazis’ anti-semitic policy. This will include looking at the public reaction to the boycott of Jewish Shops (1933), the Nuremburg Laws (1935) and Kristallnacht (1938). They may compare the level of support for anti-semitic policy to the comparatively low level of anti-semitism in Germany during the Weimar republic.

	Success
	Failure

	· ‘Revolution from below’

· support for the Nuremburg laws with Germans seemingly accepting the idea of Jews being segregated

· Nazis set up agencies to track German public opinion and react to it

· Nazi research showed that Hitler was popular with the German people and so policies

· with his personal backing were more likely to be well received

· many Germans approved of the actions on Kristallnacht and took part, including attacking and killing Jews

· Catholic and Protestant bishops did not condemn Kristallnacht

· large number of visitors to ‘Eternal Jew’ exhibition in 1937

· Goebbels understanding of the power of film and radio, in particular the need for films to entertain

· use of all mediums to bombard German people, some propaganda was subtle other propaganda was more extreme

· large increase in Cinema audiences (250 million movie goers in 1933, 1000 million in 1939)

· radio heard in 4.5 million households in 1933, this rose to 16 million in 1940

· the wide publication and prominent placement of Der Sturmer.


	· ineffective boycott of Jewish shops in 1933

· some of the German population didn’t like some extreme Nazi propaganda such as the portrayal of Jews as rats in the ‘Eternal Jew’. Such extreme images damaged the credibility of Nazi propaganda

· many Germans disapproved of the events on Kristallnacht in 1938

· Hindenburg insisting those Jews who had fought in WWI should be excluded from anti-Semitic laws of 1933

· candidates could argue that it was not propaganda that led to acceptance and compliance with anti-semitic laws but the Nazi use of terror

· opposition to the Euthanasia programme and also opposition groups such as the Confessional Church and Edelweiss Pirates.




Good answers are likely to (or may) concluded that propaganda reinforced the anti-semitism of already convinced anti-Semites and was effective on the young but did not universally convert the German people to radical anti-semitism.

‘The Weimar Republic was a period of successful assimilation of Jews into German

society.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)

	Success:
	Failure:

	· Germany was seen as one of if not the safest place for Jews in Europe

· Jews were highly involved in the political, cultural and economic life of Germany. One in every four German Jews was marrying into a Christian family. Socially they were gaining acceptance as well

· the granting of equal political/social rights as enshrined in the Weimar constitution

· the freedom and equality of the Weimar years which ensure there were opportunities available to Jews which allowed them to rise in the professions and creative world 11% of Germany’s doctors and 16% lawyers were Jewish

· contemporary evidence that most Jews considered themselves Germans first, Jews second and that they integrated well in the liberal atmosphere of the Weimar Republic – and the lack of evidence of active discrimination

· limitations to the spread of anti-semitic ideas which rested with the minority and extremists.
	· political hostility – especially the Right-wing complaints about ‘Jewish politicians’ and financiers

· the murder of Rathenau and Jews associated with defeat in World War I and the treaty of Versailles

· the association of Jews with Communism which led them to be shunned/regarded with suspicion

· the challenge posed by the rise of Right Wing Nationalist parties, e.g. the Nazis which encouraged active discrimination

· the importance of anti-semitism in the election campaigns to 1930 and street violence by the SA showing the spread of discrimination.




Good answers are likely to conclude that whilst there was anti-semitism in Weimar Germany, it was considered the best the progressive country in Europe in terms of opportunities and

acceptance of Jews.

‘The decision to exterminate all Jews was taken in the year 1941.’

Assess the validity of this view with reference to the years 1941–1942. (24 marks)

Specific details which might be used to suggest the decision was taken in 1941 might include:

· as late as August 1941 it has been argued that there was no clear plan to kill all of the European Jews. Operation Barbarossa provided the required circumstances for the decision to be made
· Hitler saw Jews and Communists as one in the same, Operation Barbarossa, therefore required the extermination of the Jews

· the invasion of the USSR massively increased the number of Jews under German rule.
· Mommensen argues that the Holocaust was largely initiated by local Nazi authorities in occupied eastern Europe due to their problems with coping with the masses of Jews under their control
· Kershaw argues that Hitler’s decision to carry out genocide out of a sense of desperation and due to his desire for revenge for the massive losses the Germans were taking on the Eastern front
· war with the USSR was a war of ‘annihilation’ and the ‘Final Solution’ was part of this
· the actions of the Eisatzgruppen in Poland and elsewhere in Eastern Europe showed that the ‘Final Solution’ was under way in 1941.

Specific details which might be used to suggest other dates were more important might include:

· there is no disguising Hitler’s desire to rid Europe of Jews as is widely expressed in his rhetoric, the timing of the decision can therefore be seen as academic
· the Wannsee Conference of January 1942 spelled out the plans eliminating the Jewish population of occupied Europe.

Specific material that might suggest 1941 may be the year of the decision:

· March 1941 Hitler tells generals that the war against USSR was to be a war of extermination
· June/July 1941 Eisatzgruppen move into USSR
· mass killing of Jews at Babi Yar, Kiev September 1941
· mass killings of Jews in Riga November 1941
· gassing of Jews at Chelmno
· war against Bolsheviks seen as a war against the Jews, meaning the Nazis saw the need to exterminate the Jews.

Specific material that might suggest 1941 was not the year the decision was made:

· It was not the offensive itself in 1941, but its failure to achieve a quick victory that was significant, e.g. early 1942 it was clear a quick victory would not come
· Wannsee Conference January 1942, can be seen as the point the arrangements for the Final Solution were made. This plays down the significance of Barbarossa it was 1942 when: March gassings begin at Belzec April, Sobibor opened as a death camp May, mass gassings at Auschwitz
· reaction to assassination of Reinhardt Heydrich (May 1942).

Good answers are likely to conclude that the decision to kill Europe’s Jews was not fully in place in 1941 but had certainly started. The formalisation of the policy took place in 1942 at Wannsee but it seems this was consolidating a policy that had already begun.

How successful were Nazi policies in dealing with ‘the Jewish problem’ between

September 1939 and the end of 1941? (24 marks)

· Students may discuss the complaints of the Nazi officials such as Hans Frank who was in charge of the ‘Jewish reservation’ and the impossibility of their task of dealing with the massive influx of Jews.
· in March 1940 the deportation of Jews to the General Government area was stopped. This move was supported by Goering who was unhappy about the economic disruption of deporting Jews.
· students may point that the ‘Final Solution’ that followed this period occurred in part because these pre-1942 solutions to the ‘Jewish problem’ were not working as the Nazis would like.
· students may discuss the impact mass shootings had on some of those who carried them out and Himmler’s reaction to watching one that spurred him to thinking of a different method for mass murder.
· Hitler’s false belief that Jews were all powerful in the USSR, made him fearful that genocide of Polish-Jews may have brought the USSR into the war early.
· the work of the Einsatzgruppen from June 1941 in murdering Jews during Operation Barbarossa
· in August 1941 Himmler visited the eastern front and from this point on the mass murder of Jews including women and children intensified.

Evidence of Success:

· judgement will largely depend on the criteria by which candidates make their judgement.
· The Madagascar Plan was still seen as the ‘solution’ by the Nazis according to some historians, whilst others argue that the decision to exterminate the Jews had already been taken. To depending on which view the candidate takes, they will draw on different arguments
· local support in anti-semitic action
· the large number of Jews killed
· the forcing of the Jews into ghettos in Poland etc.
· Hitler’s belief that the Jews were proving to be weak opponents in the East due to lack of resistance.

Evidence of Failure:

· the massive increase in Jews under their control was the exact opposite to what the Nazis wanted
· Hans Frank and the General Government were unable to cope with the massive influx of Jews into their area of control in Poland
· Goering was worried by the economic burden of deportation and supporting of the growing Jewish population
· the methods of mass murder at this time were time consuming and damaging to troops moral and mental well being
· actions of Partisan groups in the East.

‘Hitler’s anti-semitic views were entirely based on the racial theories of the Social

Darwinists.’Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)
	Yes they were
	No they weren’t

	· meeting H. S. Chamberlain in 1923 was one of Hitler’s proudest moments

· Chamberlain’s ‘Foundations of the Nineteenth Century’ was celebrated as ‘the gospel of the Nazi movement’. It spoke of the racial superiority of the ‘Aryan race’ over races such as Jews. He wrote about the need for the ‘Aryan race’ to crush the ‘inferior’ races such as the Jews

· Hitler was also influenced by the writings of Nietzsche (candidates may discuss how the Nazis misrepresented Nietzsche) and Julius Langbehn (who called for the elimination of Jews and Slavs)

· striking resemblance between Hitler’s policies and views with those of the Nineteenth Century writers

· Hitler followed the ideas of Social Darwinism (Herbert Spencer) as demonstrated by his focus on struggle

· Hitler read anti-semitic pamphlets and papers whilst living in Vienna


	· Hitler’s anti-Semitism developed whilst he was in Vienna based on the prominence of Jews in the artistic, cultural and economic life.

· ‘November criminals’ and ‘stab in the back’ myths surrounding German defeat in World War One

· Hitler blamed Jews for his failure to get into Art College in Vienna

· Weimar hated by Hitler had been embraced by German Jews

· jealousy due to comparative success/wealth of Jews, e.g. disproportionate representation in legal and medical professions

· Hitler drew a link between Communism and Judaism, e.g. ideas put forward by Rosenberg, large number of Jews in socialist politics, e.g. Socialist Republic of Bavaria’s President Kurt Eisner

· Hitler’s belief in Jewish plot for world domination as put forward in The Protocols of the Elders of Zion (published 1903).




‘In the years 1933 to 1938, the most important method by which Jews were persecuted

in Germany was anti-semitic legislation.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)
Legislation/government action:

· boycott of Jewish goods (April 1933) step back from violence partly due to international disapproval of revolution from below
· Law for Restoration of Professional Civil Service (April 1933), excluded Jews from the Civil Service
· Nuremburg Laws (September 1935) prevented marriage between Jews and ‘Aryans’
· First Supplementary Decree to Reich Citizenship Law (November 1935)
· Decree for Registration of Jewish Properties (April 1938)
· expulsion of all Jewish children from schools and other restrictions on where Jews could go and what they could do (1938)
· compulsory Aryanisation of Jewish business (January 1939).

Violence:

· revolution from below in March 1933, Nazi mobs spread terror amongst the Jewish population. Members of the Jewish population for beaten up, sent to concentration camps and even killed. 
· Jewish property and synagogues was destroyed
· attacks on synagogues and Jewish shops in spring and summer 1935, stirred up by anti- Semitic propaganda
· violence in Austria in March 1938 

· Kristallnacht November 1938
· Hitler’s Reichstag threat in January 1939.

Propaganda:

· the constant stream of anti-semitic propaganda such as ‘The Stormer’ being displayed in cabinets outside synagogues made life for Jews in Nazi Germany very uncomfortable.

Social Exclusion:

· the Jewish population was isolated from the rest of society
· it became almost impossible for Jews to maintain friendships or even contact with non-Jews.
Other questions which have come up:

Explain why the Nazis introduced sterilisation laws. (12 marks)

Explain why Hitler linked Jews with communism. (12 marks)

‘There was a high level of anti-semitism in Germany in the years 1919 to 1929.’
Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)

‘The Nazi commitment to racial purity was the main cause of the persecution of the Jews

in the years 1933 to 1939.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (24 marks)

How far was the SS responsible for the extermination of Europe’s Jews in the years

1941 to 1945? (24 marks)
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